University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

8-25-1987

Bolivia: Teachers' Strike Leads To Violence,
Resignation Of Cabinet Minister
John Neagle

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Neagle, John. "Bolivia: Teachers' Strike Leads To Violence, Resignation Of Cabinet Minister." (1987).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/871

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 076252
ISSN: 1060-4189

Bolivia: Teachers' Strike Leads To Violence, Resignation Of
Cabinet Minister
by John Neagle
Category/Department: General
Published: Tuesday, August 25, 1987
On August 21, the Bolivian Senate requested the resignation of Education Minister Enrique Ipina,
result of his apparent failure to resolve a strike by public school teachers initiated July 13. In the past
two weeks, violent incidents surrounding the strike, and exchanges of insults between government
officials and labor leaders have intensified. As a result, the Catholic Church has attempted to act
as mediator. During the Senate debate, striking teachers and their supporters staged a march to
Murrillo square, site of government and congressional buildings, banging saucepans and chanting
slogans. While these activities were taking place, four cabinet ministers appeared on national
television explaining that the government was incapable of meeting teachers' demands, result of
inadequate financial resources. They also threatened that the government would impose a state
of siege if the strike was not ended in the immediate future. The protesters were finally dispersed
by police, with the use of tear gas and trained dogs. According to the local media, a reporter was
injured in the fracas. On August 19, a farmer was killed in a confrontation with police on the
outskirts of La Paz. The man had been participating in a roadblocking operation, organized as a
protest measure in support of the teachers' strike. In the previous week, two persons died in a
clash with police when they attempted to set fire to a police station outside La Paz. (Basic data from
several reports by PRENSA LATINA)
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